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c::mmencem%nt ‘Address by Carol H. Rasco

University of Central Arkansas
Conway, Arkansas
May 14, 1994

Thank you, President Thompéon and thank you
distinguished trusteeat faculty, students, p;arents, friends,

and citizens who are gathered here.

Most of all I thank you, the» ,graduates of Ethe class of 1994
for indulging me, for allowing me to be a fpart of this

celebration at one of my own alma maters.

Commencements are % time to stop and think about the

past, to celebrate this present moment 'ami.to'leok forward
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into the future, The

is no way that any commencement

speaker at any campus this spring could stand before you

and tell you what

ill happen. Not tomorrow, not next

year, not for the rest of any of your lives. But‘ part of the

reason commencement speeches have a certain similarity

and familiarity to them is because when one does stand in

front of a group like

accomplishments and

his, impressed by YOUR

achievements, remembering one's

- OWN past, it is an opportunity to talk about some ef the

ideals and values that

have withstood the test of time and

which can be guiding

principals in lives well lead.




There are many people in this audience today who are
responsible for yourLing here. They believe in you and

your journey. Many are people who believed that as

parents and family members they had responsibilities to
you and worked every day, often through hard times, just
as you yoursélf did to fulfill the dream, tﬁe journey. A
college degree is a colLective achievement, because for
every person dressed l black in front of me | know there
‘are people in the stands who are very, very proud -~
whether parents, spouses, friends, children, instructors,
professors -- and each one, whether in & cap and gm?vn or
- not, deserves some of the credit for the diploma you will

|
receive today. |




When I graduated from college with my Bachelor's degree

in 1969 and then my graduate degree here in 1972, 1 had

dreams for my life And I also hoped to be able as I fulfilled

those dreams to do §ome good along the way. That

- reminds me of a quote by one of my favorite figures in -

history...Benjamin Franklin, He said: "We may make

these times better if

we bestir ourselves." . The nobelist

question in the world is "What good may I do in it?"

That is the question
I hope, the question

for this commencement. That will be,

you ask yourselves as you journey

through your life...that journey will not always be an easy

ong, it will not always h.aveAclear directioﬁs aitached to it.




Whén I do look back at that very warm and humid

~ Arkansas night in August of 1972 when I was 'on a football
field kere receiving my graduate degree, % see the idealism,
I see the excitement ] felt and I see some of the naivete -
that marked me and marked many who im at the

‘beginning of their adrx]thood I know that at 24, I did not

~ fully apprecxate the qohtlcal .and social restraints that one
faces in the world. I know that I assumed that we could

overcome a lot of thet: obstacles that are still with us,

~ despite the progress we have made. ‘But I amv glad that I

felt idealistic at 24 because I think it is iniportant to feel

- that way and I have dried to msintain that feeling as I

have grown older. I want to be idealistic, I want to care
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about the world. I want to be connected to other people.
And I hope that you W as well,

As 1 thought in recent weeks about my remarks to you I
~ reflected on what givqs the most meaning to my life and

came to a very CLEAR conclusion....

1, Family and pei'sonal relationships
2. Work |
3. Service
And 4, unpinning all of this, Faith.
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- I'believe each of us makes our mark on the time in which

~ we live by continually trying to construct the unique

balance in our lives

- you strike that balance will change as you go through life,

ong these three things...and how

and how you see your obligations will change.

First, your personal relationships. When all is said and
done, it is the people }n your life...your fannly, the
fmndshxps you form and the comnutments you maintam
that give shape to your life. Your fnends and your
neighbors, the people at work, or at churgh, all those who

touch your daily lives, It is said that with each encounter

‘we make, no matter how short, how long, ;fwe give
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. something of ourselves and we receive from that encounter.

Second, your work. For some of you, that may overlap
with your contribution to the community. For some of
_you, the future might not include work outside the home,
but most of \youjwill t some point in your life work for
pay. You niay choose seiferal careers within a lifetime...I
sure have. But abov% all, what work réal!y does is
expressed best by Pre sident Clinton in a x;ecent address:
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gives structure and discipline to life, It
gives meaning and self-esteem to people
who are parents, It gives a role model to

children.

Further...we c:amiot, ‘I"Sllbmit to you, repair
the American 'community and restore the
American family until vie provide the
structure, the value, the 'disc'ipline and the
reward that work gives."
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Third, your service. Perhaps the most eloquent statement
of the place of service in our lives was one I read by Havel,
the playwright and freely elected Président of
Czechoslovakia....in a Jetter he wrote to his wife Olga while
he was imprisoned he said: "Everything meaningful in life

is distinguished by a certain transcendenc§ of individual

P " B e Y e — 148 =~
human existence {Xi¢yond, thelimiis ofamere_self=care) -

oward society, toward the world.
Only by_lookingoutwa d, by caring for things that, in
terms of pure survival, you needn't bothelf with at all...and

toward other people, t

by throwing yourself o er and over again %into the tumult
~ of the world, with the intention of making your voice count

- only thus will you really become a person.”
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I first recognized what I cared most passionately about,
while I was in graduate school here when I worked as a
volunteer with children at the Child Study »Center in Little
Rock. Then after the birth of my son who was diagnosed
- early with a disabllit ,\.1% exper?en es gave voice to deep
feelings about what children deserved from their families
and govemxpént. I tovered I wanted my voice to count

for children.

Soine of you mziy have already had such a lifeé-..ahapin'g |

experience; for many, it lies ahead. Recognize it and

npurture it when it oc

g

.....
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¥h3, To me, the ATencn Dream is an intergenerational
compact. Or as someone once said, one generation is
'supposed to leave the key under the mat for the next
generation. We repay our parents for thelr love in the
love we ‘glve our children —- whether the children born to
us or the children of our community -=- and we repay
society for the oppo ities we are given by expanding the
opportunities grante others that is the way it is supposed
to work. You and I know too well it is NOT working that
- way., Too many of our children are 'being: _impoverished
.ﬁnancia]ly, socially and spiritimlly. The shnnking of their
futures ultimately diminishes us all, Whetiher you have

children or end up having children of your own or not, I
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hope each of you will recognize the need for a sensible
national family policy that continues to reverse the neglect

of our chiidren,

~ There are many ways of helping children. You can do it
through your own personal lives by being dedicated, loving
. pare‘nts.l You can do jit in medicine or music, social work

or education, business or government service, by making

- policy /or making cookies.




Forty-five years ago, the biggest threat to our country
came from the other side of the Iron Cux'tain; from the

nuclear weapons that could wipe out the entire planet.
That threat has ended. |
| |
Today, our greatesJ national threat comes %not from some
external Evil Empire, but from our own internal

. indifference that tolerates unparented children, embattied
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schools, pei'vasive poverty, racism, and violence.

Not for one more year can our country think of children as
some footnote on our national agenda. How we treat our
children should be front and center of that national |
agenda...or ultimately it won't matter what else is on that
agenda.

My plea is that you not only nurture the %alues that will
 determine the choices you make in your p@réOnal lives, but
also insist on policies with those values to nurture our

‘nation's children.
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"But, now really, Carol," many of you may be saying to

yourseives, "I've got to pay off my student loans. I can't
even find a good job yet, let alone someone to love. How |
am I going to worry about the world? Our generation has

fewer dreams, fewer illusions than yours."

‘And I hear you....as graduates today, you face tough

‘choices.

You might easily conclude the safest comié of action is just
to take your diploma eL.nd crawl under y:)ur bed..

‘But let me propose an alternative,
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- rehearsal for life

Hold onte the dreams yoin have.

Take up the challenge of forging an identjty that

transcends yourself. i

- Care about something you don't HAVE to care about at
all.

!

Throw yourself into the world and make svour voice count,

Whether you make your voice count for cinil’dren or for

another cause, enij your life's journey. There is mo dress
d you may have to ad lib your way
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| through more scenes than you wish. The only way to
prepare is to do what you have done...get the best possible
education and then continue to learn from literature and

~ history, from your personal relationships, from serﬁ;ce.

I want you to remember this day and remember how
much MORE you have in common with each other than
with the pecple who will try to divide you through the

'years ahead. "And I want you to continually stmid,together

‘person to person wherev}er you reside, stand as a

community, the community of the ex“tende;;d family, -
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Congratulations to each of you.
Look forward,
seize the moment,

and welcome the challenges ahead!

Thank you and Godspeed.
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